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of the piezoelectric/electrostrictive layers; 

a first eternal electrode formed on the first surface of said laminate and extending to 
substantially the same point along portions of the narrower and wider surfaces of said 
laminate, said first external electrode being coupled to the first group internal electrodes; and 

a second external electrode formed on the second surface of said laminate and 
extending along only the wider surface of said laminate, said second external electrode being 
coupled to the second group internal electrodes. 

28- (Amended) A piezoelectric/electrostrictive device comprising a 
piezoelectric/electrostrictive element including a substantially trapezoidal laminate having 
narrower and wider surfaces lying substantially in parallel to one another and first and second 
surfaces opposed to one another between the narrower and wider surfaces,, the first and 
second surfaces being inclined at given angles with respect to one of the narrower and wider 
surfaces, said laminate comprising a plurality of pie2oelectric/electrostriciive layers and a 
plurality of internal electrodes each of which is disposed between an adjacent two of the 
piezoelectric/electrostrictive layers, the internal electrodes being divided into first and second 
groups, each of the first group internal electrodes lying over one of the second group internal 
electtodes and being separated by one of the piezoelectric/electrostrictive layers; a first 
external electrode formed on the first surface of said laminate and extending to substantially 
the same point along portions Of the narrower and wider surfaces of the laminate, said first 
external electrode being coupled to the first group internal electrodes; and a second external 
electrode formed on the second surface of said laminate and extending along only the wider 
surface of the laminate, said second external electrode being coupled to the second group 
internal electrodes, wherein said piezoelectric/electrostrictive element is bonded to a surface 
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of a movable plate on a side of the narrower surface of said laminate. 

Please add new claims 29 and 30 as follows: 

29. (New) A piezoelectric/elecixostrictive element comprising: 

a substantially trapezoidal laminate having narrower and wider surfaces lying 
substantially in parallel to one another and first and second surfaces opposed to one another 
between the narrower and wider surfaces, the first and second surfaces being inclined at given 
angles with respect to one of the narrower and wider surfaces* said laminate comprising a 
plurality of piezoelectric/electrostrictive layers and a plurality of internal electrodes each of 
which is disposed between an adjacent two of the piezoelectric/elecirostrictive layers, the 
internal electrodes being divided into first and second groups, each of the first group interna] 
electrodes lying over one of the second group internal electrodes and being separated by one 
of the piezoelectric/electrostrictive layers and defining a piezoelectric/electrostrictive 
operating portion substantially in the shape of a rectangular plate having substantially parallel 
sides; 

a first external electrode formed on the first surface of said laminate and extending along 
the wider surface of said laminate, said first external electrode being coupled to the first group 
internal electrodes; and 

a second external electrode formed on the second surface of said laminate and extending 
along the wider surface of said laminate, said second external electrode being coupled to the 
second group internal electrodes. 

3 0 , (New) A piezoelectric/electrostrictive device comprising a piezoelectric/electrostricti ve 
element including a substantially trapezoidal laminate having narrower and wider surfaces lying 



Received from < +3152338320 > at 2/14/03 11:01:52 AM [Eastern Standard Time] 



Fdb-14-2Q03 11:12am From-BURR AND BROWN 



+315 233 8320 



T-730 P.00T/O12 F-305 



-4- 

substantially in parallel to one another and first and second surfaces opposed to one another 
between the narrower and wider surfaces, the first and second surfaces being inclined at given 
angles with respect to one of the narrower and wider surfaces^ said laminate comprising a 
plurality of piezoeleclric/electrostrictive layers and a plurality of intenud electrodes each of 
which is disposed between an adj acent two of the piezoelectric/electrostricti ve 1 ay ers 9 the internal 
electrodes being divided into first and second groups, each of the first group internal electrodes 
lying over one of the second group internal electrodes and being separated by one of the 
piezoelectric/electrostrictive layers and defining apiezoelectric/electrostriclive operating portion 
substantially in the shape of a rectangular plate having substantially paraJ lei sides; a first external 
electrode formed on the first surface of said laminate and extending along the wider surface of 
the laminate, said first external electrode being coupled to the first group im ernal electrodes; and 
a second external electrode formed on the second surface of said laminate and extending along 
the wider surface of the laminate, said second external electrode being coupled to the second 
group internal electrodes, wherein said piezoelectric/electrostrictive element is bonded to a 
surface of a movable plate on a side of the narrower surface of said laminate. 
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